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GMM Objectives 

1:  Increase the rate of Montana students 
 graduating from high school ready for college  
 and the 21st century workforce 
 

2:  Establish a support network between schools,  
 businesses, and community organizations for 
 student success 
 

3:  Create school-based and community-based  
 opportunities to inspire students to stay in 
 school and graduate 
 



Data-Driven Decision Making 

• We all know that it is important to use data to 
drive our decisions. 

• How can we manage and use our data to 
identify and respond to student needs for 
support and interventions? 

 

 



OPI Data System Initiatives 

• GEMS – Growth and Enhancement of 
Montana Students 

 

• Electronic Student Transcripts to link K-12 and 
postsecondary education 



Growth and Enhancement of 
Montana Students (GEMS) 

Our students are the 
GEMS of the  

Treasure State 
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GEMS 

• Montana Statewide Longitudinal Data System 
(SLDS) for K-12 education 

• The GEMS website will provide both public 
and secure access to a wide range of current 
and historical data about K-12 education. 

• Following best practices for data quality, 
governance, architecture, metadata 
standards, confidentiality, and reporting 

 



GEMS Project Scope 



 
 
 
 
 
 



Common Navigation for All Users 









GEMS provides Context for Districts 

• Compare to statewide indicators/measures 

• Choose similarly situated districts and 
compare results 

• Choose districts that have chosen similar (or 
dissimilar) strategies and compare results 

• Select districts with which to share 
information and instructional strategies 

 



Linking Data to Postsecondary 

• OPI recently secured a second SLDS grant from 
USED. This grant is for $3.98 million. 

• Goal: Establish data linkages between K-12 
and postsecondary partners by creating an 
electronic student transcript repository for K-
12 education. 



Measuring Readiness,  
Transition and Success 

K-12 Data Postsecondary Data 

Student-level enrollment data 
Student-level demographic and 
program participation data 
State test data that indicate 
academic preparation 
Information on untested 
students 
Course-taking data 
High school GPA 
High school graduation data 

Postsecondary enrollment data 
Student-level demographic 
data 
Remediation data 
Course-taking data 
Postsecondary GPA 
Retention data 
Completion status and time to 
degree 
 



Want to learn more about  
OPI’s data initiatives? 

• http://gems.opi.mt.gov/Pages/Default.aspx 

 

• Jamey Ereth, GEMS Project Manager 
jereth@mt.gov 

406-444-4409 
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